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hts line the halls of Camden
hnimal shelter, and kennels are
pit bulls.

y shelters, the recession has
drop-offs, but overcrowding
a e Blackwood facility, once home to
the tubby media darling Prince Chunk,
predates this bad economy. Since 2006,
Camden County mayors have dreamed of
doubling the shelter’s size.

CAMDEN COUNTY
ANIMAL SHELTER

125 County House Rd

Blackwood, NJ 08012 Last week, architects tweaked designs that

have been months in the making, while
towns such as Lindenwold and Pennsauken
made do with animal-control plans far from
their liking.

Phone: 856.401.1300
Fax:856.401.1309

Freeholders are expected to vote next
month on a plan to expand the building
and turn its operation over to a consortium
of mayors. But the construction budget has
grown to $4 million from $2.5 million, and
the completion date has been pushed to
2011.

Email: info@ccasnj.org

WWW.Ccasnj.org

Mailing Address:
PO Box 475

Blackwood, NJ 08012 o
Although concerned about the cost, officials

say the project needs to go ahead.

“Once you get involved and see how
many stray animals and feral cats are out
there, it's just overwhelming,” said Edward
Grochowski, Pennsauken’s assistant
administrator. “You can’t be shortsighted
about what's going to happen in the future.”

Freeholder Director Louis Cappelli Jr. says
he hopes recessionary construction prices
will drive costs down.

“We've outgrown the shelter. We need to
build,” he said.

In the meantime, the shelter, which is run
by the nonprofit Animal Welfare Society

Julie Zammer manages the Camden County Animal Shelter
in Blackwood, which is overcrowded and awaiting expansion.
It can hold about 150 dogs and 250 cats, “but that’s pushing
it,” she said.

— April Saul/Staff Photographer

for Camden County Animal

Cynthia Henry, Philadelphia Inquirer Staff Writer, originally published on 8/10/09

of Camden County, operates under a
“satisfactory ‘pending’ per expansion”
rating from the state.

Last year in May, state inspectors cited
the shelter for problems in fire inspection,
disinfection, euthanasia, feeding frequency,
cleanliness, and disease control.

In September - the most recent state visit
- inspectors noted “significant progress,”
particularly in management and protocols.

“"No sick animals were viewed in the
general population. This is an immense
improvement,” according to the Sept. 4
report.

“All remaining violations are to be corrected
by the Camden County authorities with
expansion.”

“The state knows and we certainly know
that we're going to be expanding the
shelter,” said Patrick Shuttleworth, director
of the Department of Health and Human
Services, which oversees the shelter.
“Health and safety are fine. To spend
thousands on a Band-Aid now wouldn’t be
a prudent way to spend tax dollars.”

Architects from J.K. McKernan Jr &
Associates of Cherry Hill have studied

other New Jersey shelters and worked with
the Humane Society of the United States

continued on page 4




Humane Education

One of the most challenging tasks we face at the Camden
County Animal Shelter is trying to break the cycle of neglect
and abuse of animals that exist in our community.

To do this, CCAS is reaching Camden County’s youngest
citizens with lessons in kindness to animals. We teach
children about proper pet care, respect for wildlife and other
topics through articles, activities, projects, and puzzles.
It is our goal to involve Camden’s children to become a
vital part of our efforts to solve animal-related problems
including pet overpopulation and reporting animal abuse.

Atits most basic level, humane education is teaching children
to care for the animals in our homes and communities. It
is about fostering kindness, respect and empathy for both
humans and animals, and looking after the environment
and its diverse habitats.

Shelter Manager Julie Zammer leads our program, bringing
fifteen years of teaching experience to our efforts. In May,
Julie visited Gloucester City High School with a few of our
animal residents to speak to an after-school club about
animal care and safety. These 16 and 17 year olds not only
brought enthusiasm, but provided the animals of CCAS
with donations of food and toys. Of course, the biggest hit
of the day was Saucer, a 2 yr old pit bull who showed the
students of GCHS just what amazing pets are available for
adoption at CCAS. Bringing animals to these events is an
effective way to show how a recently abandoned or abused
animal can thrive with love and attention.

If you have a group which may be interested in a visit from
our humane educators, please contact Julie Zammer at
856-401-1300, or via email at info@ccas.org

Second Chance Lance

For many people,
losing the 16 year
old family dog can
be so devastating
that they can't
imagine filling
that void with a
new pet. For the
Hodges’ family, it
was no different.
Two months
after Annette,
the family’s 16
year old Shepherd mix, passed away, the
Hodges visited the Camden County Animal
Shelter. Mary Lynn was adamant to the kids
that they were “just looking.” She was not
ready for another dog. But Corbin, a shell-
shocked Shiba Inu mix, quickly captured their
attention and their hearts. While Gerard and
Joeseph tried to convince Mary Lynn how
much they wanted Corbin, she simply wasn't
ready. Besides, she had only had female
dogs her entire life and felt they were more
loving. If the family did get another dog at
some point, it would definitely be a female.
Also, Corbin already had another family
who was interested in taking him. As the
Hodges walked away slowly, Mary Lynn was
told by a staff member that the family who
had submitted an application had possible
allergies and they didn’t think he would be
the right match for their family. It seemed
to be fate. The Hodges applied for Corbin
and brought him home a few days later where
his name was quickly changed to “Second
Chance Lance.”

"Since then I have eaten my words about
male dogs not being as loving. He is so
sweet, loyal and loving. I work at nursing
homes and Second Chance Lance comes to
visit the residents as a therapy dog. He loves
the attention and gently takes treats when
offered. Thank you Camden County Animal
Shelter for helping animals find families.”

Sincerely, the Hodges Family

The Camden County Animal Shelter is
grateful to Mary Lynn, Gerry, Gerard and
Joeseph Hodges for providing a wonderful
home to Lance and for providing the residents
of nursing homes the opportunity

to benefit from canine
companionship!




Letter from the President

Michelle Zebrowski - President, Camden County

Animal Shelter Board of Directors

For the past five years, the Animal Welfare Society of Camden
County has operated the Camden County Animal Shelter. As the
operator of the shelter, we have provided life-saving programs
and exceptional service to meet the needs of Camden County’s
residents and their pets. Thanks to our staff and hundreds of
volunteers, in the past five years we have saved the lives of
over 13,000 companion animals in Camden County. We have
accomplished this, not by waiting for adopters to come into our
doors, but by going out into the community and proactively
trying to engage all of you. We set up offsite adoption spaces
and attended community events where our homeless animals
were seen and our message was heard. We performed free and
low-cost spay/neuter services for over 3,000 cats and dogs in a
County that had few low-cost services available before. We hosted
multiple free vaccination clinics to needy residents, supplied food

to pet parents in our community
when in need, and provided free
spay/neuter services to those
residents who desperately want to
do the right thing but do not have
the means to do so. We have
done all of these things for one
reason - to see the day when no
homeless animals are killed simply
for lack of space. We have fought
through many struggles over the
past few years, including lack of
necessary funding, management
changes and an over-abundance
of homeless animals that never
stop appearing at our doors for
help when they need it most.
The one thing that has kept us all
forging ahead on this journey is
our common goal of saving lives.

We hope that you share our
mission and support us in our
goal of ending the euthanasia of
adoptable companion animals in
Camden County. To show that
support, we ask for a moment
of your time to contact Camden
County’s Freeholders and let them
know that you support our work
at the Camden County Animal
Shelter. This journey to stop
killing homeless animals might
never be an easy one, but with
your support we might just make
it happen.

Camden County’s Board of
Chosen Freeholders

Edward McDonnell
Freeholder Deputy Director
(856) 225-5458
mcdonnel@camdencounty.com

Louis Cappelli, Jr.
Freeholder Director
(856) 225-5451
louc@camdencounty.com

Riletta L. Cream
Freeholder

(856) 225-5453
rcream@camdencounty.com

Carmen G. Rodriguez
Freeholder

(856) 225-5575
carmenr@camdencounty.com

Ian Leonard

Freeholder

(856) 225-5305
ileonard@camdencounty.com

Rodney A. Greco
Freeholder

(856) 225-5576
rgreco@camdencounty.com

Jeffrey L. Nash
Freeholder

(856) 225-5466
jhash@camdencounty.com

Happy Tails

Hi Camden Co. Animal Shelter!

I just wanted to update you all on
Aztec (those who remember and
loved him!). We adopted him in
December 2008 and all of us couldn’t
be happier! We always say he’s a
mixed breed- half gentleman, half
sweetheart! He adjusted so well
to his life in the city and his social
Skills with other pups has improved
100%. Everybody who meets him
compliments him and he has the
best manners of any dog I've ever
met. He’s put on some weight and
looks so handsome and healthy. And
he loves wearing bandanas! Thank
you all for taking care of our sweet
boy for the long time he was at the
shelter. He makes everyday better
and I think it was meant to be!

Junior Fundraisers

Recently, the Camden County Animal
Shelter had some very special visitors.
Four amazing kids from Wenonah
spent their Saturday selling lemonade
for CCAS animals! Shelter staff
were presented with $86 from Kelly,
Taylor, Jacob and Rich. The kids were
rewarded .

with a tour
of the shelter
and were
greeted by
very grateful
canine
and feline
residents.




Plans for Camden County Animal Shelter Advance
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Freeholders are expected to vote next month
on a plan to expand the Camden County
Animal Shelter building and turn its operation
over to a consortium of mayors.

— April Saul/Staff Photographer

to design new ventilation systems,
kennel runs, offices, and educational
spaces, Shuttleworth said.

“A shelter is not just an office park
where you put in furniture; it has
unique needs,” he said.

Also, “to get 28 towns to agree
on something took some time,”
Shuttleworth said.

In 2006, Burlington County spent
$2.4 million to nearly triple the square
footage of its Westampton shelter. It
added 50 dog runs for a total of 100
and 144 cat cages to increase capacity
to 240. All 40 county municipalities
now use the shelter.

Camden County’s shelter can house
about 150 dogs and 250 cats at one
time, “but that’s pushing it,” said Julie
Zammer, shelter manager since last
winter.

In 2008, the shelter handled 3,766
cats and 1,892 dogs. About 81 percent
were strays, abandoned, or trapped by
animal-control officers, mostin the City
of Camden and Gloucester Township.
About a third were euthanized. That is
lower than the state average.

Intake was up about 25 percent in
2008 over 2006 and likely will be
higher this year, said shelter treasurer
Adrienne Christatos-Timko.

The shelter depends on municipal fees
- $55 for each animal dropped off -
and county support for about half its
$1 million annual operating budget.
The rest comes from customer fees
and donations.

Four private shelters were serving
municipalities when the county
shelter was built in 1997. Two closed
suddenly in 2005-06, causing a crisis
in housing strays and surrendered
animals, officials said.

Pennsauken opened a temporary
shelter in a warehouse, but the
township is eager to get out of
the animal-sheltering business,
Grochowski said. The service costs the

town about $160,000 a year.

" “Temporary’ is almost four years
now,” said Nancy Welsh, director of
the shelter, called Almost Home.

With a 12-member staff and a cadre of
volunteers, Welsh takes in animals from
Audubon, Audubon Park, Gloucester
City, Merchantville, Pennsauken, and
Woodlynne, and provides animal
pickup for Collingswood, Oaklyn, and
Mount Ephraim. Those animals go to
the county shelter.

“It's more than we expected in the
beginning, but we’re proud of the
things we’ve been able to do,” Welsh
said.

Eleven towns contract for shelter
services with the private Animal
Orphanage in Voorhees.

Monthly costs to the Animal Orphanage
run Lindenwold about $3,500 because
pets are frequently abandoned in the
borough’s many apartment complexes,
Mayor  Frank
Delucca said.

The borough

county shelter but has reduced its fees
lately through better management of
wild cats, business administrator Tom
Cardis said.

DeLucca and Cardis said towns
probably could save by combining
animal-control services through the
county shelter. Twenty-eight of 35
towns have agreed to send animals
there after the expansion, Delucca
said.

The county contracts shelter
management to a nonprofit
organization for five years at a
time, and individual towns handle
animal control. When construction is
complete, the mayors consortium will
hire a management team and could
negotiate joint animal control as well,
Shuttleworth said.

The Animal Welfare Society, whose
contract expires this month, plans to
bid for management until construction
is complete and hopes to win over the
mayors as well, Zammer said.

For now, every day is a fight for space.
She and director Niki Dawson place as
many animals as possible with breed
rescues and foster homes, but on
days they run out of cages, they make
tough decisions.

“The difficult thing with this is that you
can’t save them all,” DelLucca said.

Contact staff writer Cynthia Henry at 856-
779-3970 or chenry@phillynews.com.

WISH LIST

f[__):rys am;;el The shelter is always in need of the following items:
control and e Wet and dry dog and e Pet brushes, combs,
sheltering than cat food shampoos

EMS care,” e Cat litter, litter pans e Latex and rubber
said Delucca, e Six-foot leashes; cloth gloves

who leads

buckle collars
the mayors

consortium

e Choker collars (all

e Office supplies
e Kuranda Bed supplies
e Monetary donations

lobbying sizes)
for county e Treats and toys
expansion. e Used blankets, towels,

linens
Gloucester
Township pays

detergent
about $2,700 9

a month to the

brooms
e Paper towels

e 30-gallon trash bags

e Bleach, dish/laundry

e Buckets, mops,

If you wish to have
your donation go
towards a specific
animal or project at the
shelter, please make

a note on your check,
money order or online
donation!



