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Freddy Mercury
There is a saying that “every dog has 
its day”. Well I am here to tell you 
that every cat does, too.    

The beginning of my life is not a happy 
tale, but they say what doesn’t kill us 
makes us stronger. I lived a hard life on 
the streets of Camden; each day was 
a struggle and fight for survival and 
I endured many battles. My size and 
fortitude enabled me to survive and 
in no time I had flourished into a big 
fifteen pound tom cat with rough tabby 
fur and big gold eyes. I didn’t really 
want to be a fighter and I hated living 
on the cold miserable streets.  I wanted 
nothing more than a warm loving home 
but never thought it would happen.

However, one unusually cold day in 
October, I was found rummaging in 
garbage cans desperate for food. It 
was then that an animal control officer 

picked me up and brought me to the 
Camden County Animal Shelter.    This 
was the first sign that my luck was 
about to change. I was greeted by so 
many warm, loving workers at the 
shelter that I immediately had a sense 
of relief and joy. Upon my intake the 
shelter staff treated me with the utmost 
care, vaccinating me and performing a 
blood test to determine my health.

When my blood test came back positive 
for  feline FIV or Feline Immunodeficiency 
Virus, I feared the worst. Cats heard 
horrible rumors on the streets that no 
one wants a cat with FIV.  However 
the shelter staff seemed unconcerned. 
The staff told me that Feline AIDS was 
virtually harmless to my body; it only 
meant I had a compromised immune 
system. I would live a long, healthy 
life as long as I didn’t get exposed to 
any sicknesses or diseases. Feline FIV 
is much like human HIV and can only 
be passed  to other cats through blood 
to blood contact, as in a case of a bad 
bite or scratch.    So, I was welcomed 
into shelter life and began to settle in. 
I was happy and purred at all times.  I 
did anything the shelter staff asked of 
me, even downing an outfit or two for 
adoption events!

However after a few months passed I 
began to grow lonesome. I still wanted 
a forever home, but it seemed one 
didn’t exist for me. Although the shelter 
staff treated me with love and care, no 
one else seemed to care about me. 
They saw I had FIV and looked right 
passed me to a new cute kitten or fluffy 
cat. I was merely a big ugly beat up 
tomcat, who on which no one wanted 
to take a chance. 
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Camden County 
Animal Shelter
125 Barnsboro Rd.

Blackwood, NJ 08012

Phone: 856.401.1300

Fax: 856.401.1309

Email: info@ccasnj.org

www.ccasnj.org

Mailing Address:

PO Box 475

Blackwood, NJ 08012

Continued on page 4.



There is nothing more 
inspiring than children 
who can look beyond their 
own world and recognize 
the needs of others.  But 
that’s just what three 
amazing Washington 
Township girls did.  
Cousins Sarah Todd, 11 
and  Megan Knight, 12 and 
Sarah’s best friend Caitlyn 
Klinieski, 11 decided 
that they wanted to give 
back to their community and 
encourage others to do the same. 

After trying to volunteer for a 
number of organizations the girls 
became frustrated when they were 
told they were too young, weren’t 
needed, or simply didn’t get a 
response from groups they offered 
to help.

But these three sixth-graders 
didn’t give up.  Instead, they 
launched their own fundraiser 
called Caring Kids Community 
Backyard Benefit with proceeds 
going to the Susan G. Komen for 
the Cure, Alex’s Lemonade Stand, 
and The Camden County Animal 
Shelter.  The girls also collected 

food for the shelter as well as 
the Gloucester County food bank. 
“We just want to show we care 
and make the world a better 
place,” Caitlyn said.  Caitlyn 
was also a friend of Alex’s 
from Alex’s Lemonade Stand. 

There was a 50/50 raffle, carnival 
games, face painting , food and 
beverages, a tricky tray auction 
and live music by the King Richard 
Band.  

“The hard work these girls and 
their parents put forth almost 
brought tears to my eyes. They 
supported three causes, including 
the  Camden County Animal 
Shelter,  all in one event right in 

their own backyard! It 
was a brilliant idea that 
was planned so well. 
These girls are very 
talented (they can even 
sing and play guitar). I 
cannot wait for their next 
event--I will definitely 
be there!” said Youth 
Volunteer Coordinator, 
Valerie Paster.

The CCAS youth volunteer 
program allows kids and teens 11 
to 17 years old to safely interact 
with the dogs and cats at the 
shelter under the supervision of 
a mentor. Besides playing with 
the animals, the youth volunteers 
have the opportunity to participate 
in fundraising, pass out treats, fill 
up water bowls, help with cleaning, 
and have a great opportunity to 
learn new things which can be 
beneficial in any future careers 
relating to animals.     If you or 
your child would like to become 
a youth volunteer, please email 
us at youthvolunteers@ccanj.org 

Thank you Sarah, Megan and 
Caitlyn!

Caring Kids Community Backyard Benefit
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By the time 
you read this, 
“kitten season” 
will be in 
full swing at 
the Camden 
County Animal 
Shelter.  While 
most people 

are enjoying nice weather, outdoor 
activities and vacations, the staff 
and volunteers at CCAS are hard at 
work caring for the overwhelming 
number of nursing mother cats 
and their babies, in addition to 
bottle babies which need multiple 
feedings throughout the day and 
night.  

According to the Humane Society 
of the United States, kitten season 
is “the time of year when cats give 
birth, flooding animal shelters 
across the nation with homeless 
litters.”

Kitten season presents many 
challenges for shelter staff and 
the cats in their care. Resources 
which are already hard to come 
by—like food, money and space—
are often stretched to their limit 
as shelters,  that often take in 
thousands of animals every year, 
are inundated with homeless cats. 
The number of cats entering CCAS 
is has been steadily rising in the 
past few years.  In 2007 CCAS 

accepted 3,611 cats into the facility.  
In 2009 that number rose to 4,237.  
This has put a tremendous burden 
on CCAS’ resources.

Typically, the adult cats feel the 
most immediate effects, as they 
are often overlooked 
by potential 

Kitten Season!............................................................................................................You Can Help!......................................
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For many inner city youths animal 
cruelty, neglect and dog fighting 
is something that is witnessed 
from birth, the ethics of it are 
never questioned.  These children 
grow up with ever-present strays 
foraging for food, dogs are chained 
in yards for protection, and pit bulls 
are used as a menacing presence 
and fought for entertainment 
and neighborhood status.  The 
prevailing attitude from many of 
these young men is that pits bulls 
are born to fight, that the boys are 

just allowing the dogs to engage 
in a natural activity.  Changing 
something that is pervasive in 
inner city culture and society is 
not easy, but little by little, we are 
making strides.  

In 2010, a unique partnership 
was formed between Camden 
County Animal Shelter, Gloucester 
City’s Brother of the Wolf Training, 
and the Camden County Youth 
Correctional Facility.  

The partnership identifies 
at-risk youths from the 
Facility and matches 
them up with a needy 
dog from the shelter.  
The owner and operator 
of the Brother of the 
Wolf, Dawn Watson, then 
trains the boys to train 
shelter dogs.  The shelter 
dogs receive much 
needed basic obedience 
training and exercise 
while the kids receive a 
valuable life lesson in 
compassion and human-
animal bonding.  

The kids are enrolled in the training 
program to allow them to connect 
to animals on a level which many 
have never experienced.   Imagine 
the pride they have when they 
successfully teach a dog to sit or 
to heel on lead.  It is our hope that 
these skills and a new attitude will 
be carried by the boys back home 
when they graduate from the  
program and eventually leave the 
Correctional Facility.

According to CarolAnne Brennan, a 
Senior Probation Officer and head 
of the Correctional Facility’s PREP 
program, “the kids look forward 
to seeing “their” dogs every week.  
Being able to bond with an animal 
is a rewarding experience for 
them.”   

Sometimes, we are lucky to find 
a diamond in the rough, and a 
natural-born leader and trainer 
emerges.  In fact, on March 30, 
2010 Taimon Davis was awarded 
a full Apprentice Scholarship 
by the Brother of the Wolf due 
to his exceptional dog  handling 
skills and natural training 
abilities.  Congratulations Taimon! 

Inspirational Kids!
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Kitten Season!............................................................................................................You Can Help!......................................
Although the numbers seem 
overwhelming, there is much you 
can do!  If you haven’t already 
done so, have your cat spayed or 
neutered and consider Trap-Neuter-
Releasing (TNR) free-roaming cats 
in your neighborhood or place 
of business.  You can receive 
information and guidance on your 
TNR project from our experienced 
staff and volunteers.  Don’t forget 
to talk to your social network 
about spaying and neutering 
also!  You can save thousands of 
lives through prevention and save 
the shelter precious funds and 

resources.

Consider donating time by 
volunteering to foster a feline 
family until they are ready for 
adoption, or attend adoption 
events to find new homes for our 
shelter cats.

adopters when kittens are in 
abundance. 

As shelters struggle to accommodate 
as many cats as possible, the risk of 
illness also increases.

The best defense against an overflow 
of kittens and mother cats in animal 
shelters is to spay and neuter 
cats.  CCAS offers low-cost spay/
neuter services to any Camden City 
resident at both our in-house clinic 
as well as monthly clinics held in the 
Lindenwold Senior Building.
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WISH LIST
Can You Help Fulfill Our BIG Wish List? 

• Storage Shed
• Laminating Machine
 
If you wish to have your donation go towards a specific  
animal or project at the shelter, please  
make a note on your check,  
money order or online  
donation!

The shelter is always in need of the following items:

Sunny Came  Home

Freddy Mercury

I began to lose hope.  I purred less 
and less and contentment was a 
thing of the past for me.

But then a Christmas Miracle 
happened – and her name being 
Lisa Ashby. Lisa was a friendly 
woman who owned other cats in a 
faraway place called Pennsylvania. 
One day shortly after the holiday, I 
was lying on my back in my cage, 
bored with my dismal existence, 
when a friendly voice called out my 
given name. “Freddy!”

I rolled over and looked into the 
loving eyes of Lisa. She took me 
out of the cage and held on tight 
and I felt the great sensation of 
happiness; immediately the purring 
began again. Then I heard her tell 
one of the staff the words that every 
shelter animal longs to hear. “I want 
to adopt him! How do I make Freddy 
part of my family?”

I licked Lisa’s hand to let her know 
I wanted to be a part of her family 
also. Lisa didn’t care that I had FIV.  

She said I would get along great 
with her other felines that didn’t 
have FIV, I just had to promise not 
to pick a fight.

Mom makes sure to stay in touch 
with the folks at the shelter who 
didn’t give up on me.  I now have 
a loving mommy and could not ask 
for anything more. I am one cat who 
has finally had his day.

Continued from cover.

• Wet cat food & cat litter
• Six-foot leashes; choker collars (all sizes)
• Paper towels, 30-gallon trash bags
• Bleach, dish/laundry detergent
• Buckets, mops, brooms
• Latex and rubber gloves
• Clip Boards
• Office supplies
• Kuranda Beds (see website)
• Monetary donations

Some dogs win you over with their 
sheer exuberance and love for 
life.  Others sit stoically in their 
cages, quietly pulling you in with 
their patience and gentle manners.  
Sunny is the perfect example of 
the latter.  This quiet, 3 year old 
stray quickly became a staff and 
volunteer favorite with her low-key 
personality and big pit bull grin.  
It quickly became apparent that 
Sunny would fit into any type of 
home as she showed her tolerance 
of young toddlers, other dogs and 
even cats.  Imagine the shelter 
staff’s surprise when weeks went 
by and Sunny still didn’t find her 
forever home, even though she 
spent every day in the front office 
where we were sure she would be 
sure to receive the most adoption 
exposure.

When it seemed that the Collins 
family had chosen Sunny to be 

their 7 yr old son’s best friend, 
we all celebrated.  But on the day 
Sunny was scheduled to go home, 
the Collins’ didn’t show.  Repeated 
calls went unanswered.  Sadly, 
the staff made the decision to put 
Sunny back up for adoption.  

It was two weeks later when Brian 
Collins called to explain that on 
the way home from pre-adopting 
Sunny, Brian had gotten into an 
accident and required surgery 
on his leg, but his family still 
desperately wanted Sunny.  The 
next day, the Brian and his family 
– crutches and all – joyously took 
Sunny home.  

According to Brian, “Sunny is doing 
great! It took her a couple weeks 
to settle in...she wasn’t used to 
NOT being around all the  staff at 
the shelter. Sunny has become a 
welcome addition to our family. She 
has had play dates with other dogs 

including a shelter buddy “Cheerio”. 
The two of them together was like 
watching a couple of schoolyard 
buddies playing for hours! Sunny 
and Cheerio only live a few blocks 
away so there will be lots and lots 
of play dates together! Sunny has 
settled in so well that when the 
family goes for a car ride...so does 
Sunny. She will sit in the seat next 
to our son Liam and look out the 
window until she falls asleep. We 
are so thankful that we were able 
to adopt Sunny from your shelter!” 


